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We have had a busy summer 

and we can imagine that you 

have as well.  

We have a new name, new 

ownership, new program of-

ferings, new paint and a few 

new instructors  to kick off our 

2011ñ2012 dance and per-

forming arts season.  

Our new name is  Just Wanna 

Dance Performing Arts Studi-

os. The studio is now owned 

solely by Leslie Amerson, who 

danced competitively for 4 

years, raised 3 children to 

dance competitively, including 

a son, and understands the 

business as a dancer, a parent 

and a businesswoman.  

Our programs support recrea-

tional and pre -professional 

dancers and actors/actresses 

from ages 2.5ñ99. 

We have expanded our pro-

gram this year to include more 

combo classes (Ballet & Tap, 

Ballet & Jazz and Ballet & Lyri-

cal/Contemporary), added 2 

recreational competition com-

panies, an all boys hip hop 

dance company, a musical 

theatre company and a petite 

(4-5 yr old) tap company in 

addition to our pre -

professional dance companies.  

We have restructured our  

musical theatre  program to 

include voice training, acting, 

theatrical dancing, more per-

formances, stage set/design, 

costuming and more.  Our 

classes are now by skill level 

rather than age with beginner, 

intermediate, advanced and 

adult offerings. Each class will 

have their own performances 

this year.  

Our dance recital will be one 

performance and separate 

from the Musical Theatre per-

formances.  

Also new this year are Pilates, 

Zumba and exercise programs 

with our 3 fitness instructors.  

We believe that to be an excel-

lent instructor they must pos-

sess all these qualities and 

attributes. We believe we have 

found the best of the best that 

can not only instruct with pas-

sion and skill, but can become 

part of this community. Check 

out some of our staff bios on 

pages 3 & 5 é. 

We began by asking ourselves 

what makes a great staff. Is it 

that they are pretty (or hand-

some), that they are popular, 

or love to dance and perform? 

Is it that they have a college 

degree, continually expand 

and improve their skills? Is it 

that they bring multiple talents 

and industry awareness to the 

table?  Is that they can and will 

ignite the passion and love for 

the arts in their students? Is it 

that they have professional 

experience? Is it that they can 

set a good example of  ethical 

behavior, respect for others, 

honesty, truth, integrity and 

honor?  
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Miss Silvia has revamped our Musical The-

atre program and we are excited! This 

year, our classes are by skill 

level rather than age and 

each class will have 2 -3 per-

formances throughout the 

year to really develop the 

theatrical skills. Each class 

will include voice, stage 

dancing, acting, stage sets, 

costuming, make -up, scripting and behind 

the scenes stage work for a well rounded 

experience. Also new this year is an adult 

class. The adult classes will run two half 

year programs to accommodate busy adult 

schedules.  

Skill level classes are Beginner for students 

new to Musical Theatre, Intermediate for 

students with 1 -2 years experience and 

Advanced for students with 2 -3 years or 

lead role experience.  

Come join the fun!  

What is the difference between recreational and  

pre -professional dancers or performers?  

Any skill will develop 

faster with more prac-

tice and in children, 

this will map the syn-

apsis in the brain much 

faster as well. A child 

who dances 4 hours a 

week, is learning a 

monthõs worth of dance 

or performing skills 

each week.  

A recreational dancer or performer is 

someone who wants to 

try dance or musical 

theatre, maybe even 

compete but only wants 

to spend 1-3 hours a 

week learning. They 

enjoy dance and  per-

forming but are more 

passionate in other areas.  

A pre -professional dancer or performer 

has a passion and canõt get enough. They 

view dance and acting as something they 

simply cannot live without and are willing 

and able to show up and participate 5 ñ12 

hours a week. They develop skills that 

open doors for them as they enter adult-

hood, not just on stage but in many other 

areas of their lives.  

We think the most common things we have 

heard from these children are òI canõt im-

agine not dancingó and òI found some-

thing I AM good ató.  

These are also the children that learn eve-

ryone elseõs parts in a show and can get 

into every character with ease and/or learn 

everyone elseõs part in a dance routine.  

Whatôs the deal about competition dancing anyway? 

Whatôs new with Musical Theatre 

òThe 

world is 

my stage 

and I live 

my scriptó. 
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 Like sports, competition dance has many 

qualities that help children grow & devel-

op.  

Besides the obvious of get-

ting over any fear of getting 

up on stage and performing 

(or speaking) in front of 

others, they learn coordina-

tion, balance, skill mastery, 

dedication to their passion 

and the rewards that come from doing 

their personal best. We see higher self 

confidence, self esteem, focus, precision 

and coping skills as added bonuses. They 

learn to shake off momentary pain and 

disappointment, to get up and try again. 

They learn that judging is simply an opin-

ion and has little to do with them. They 

make good friends, are challenged to ex-

cel and learn that to participate they must 

also do the other things that are asked and 

maintain their school work.  Unlike sports, 

dance and performing arts also have indi-

vidual opportunities as each can perform 

or dance as a soloist.  The rewards come 

from their personal achievement of excel-

lence.  

This year our competition teachers are Mr. 

Matt (boys) and Miss Autumn. Both have 

had their choreography win Regional 

Overall and high score honors and top 

honors at Nationals competitions.  



As an award winning and multi -talented ac-

tress, singer, songwriter, producer and 

screenwriter her credits include a Gold rec-
ord for "Quiet Time"  which she co -wrote for 

multi -platinum artist Regina Belle. She holds 

the distinction of being, not only the first Afri-

can American, but also the first Texas actress 

to have a pilot written specifically for her at 

the request of studio executives. Silvia gradu-

ated with honors from Auburn Performing 

Arts School in Rockford, Illinois, and made 

her professional stage debut, already pos-

sessing a 3.5 octave vocal range and a soar-

ing soprano voice at the age of twelve, in the 
Latin Operetta " Noyee's Fludde" starring as 

Mrs. Jaffe. She spent her summers during 

high school working at fast food restaurants 

and honing her skills in College productions 
of Pirates of Penzance, The King and I,  Stock 

Theater, and more. At the age of fifteen she 

was accepted in the prestigious Children's 

Theater Company in Minneapolis, Minnesota 

where she trained extensively in music and 

dance. Silvia was in the Mrs. Georgia pag-

eant, representing Roswell and performs at 

numerous metro Atlanta events.  

Meet Mrs. Donna Hyder  

Meet Mrs. Silvia Mathis Manning  

Autumn grew up in Orlando, Florida where 
she performed with Orlando Balletõs The 

Nutcracker  and danced at Walt Disney World  

Orlando and Tokyo as Cinderella . Autumn 

danced for seven years as a  Radio City Rock-

ette in New York. She  also danced for Holland 

America Cruise Lines and performed at many 

universities in Africa.  

Among her other experiences include work 

in film and television with musical groups 
such as Outkast  and appearances on The 

Today Show, CNN, Waterboy, Rosewood, 

The Division, First Women Magazine and 

Americaõs Health Network. 

Along with her dance career, Autumn gradu-

ated from the University of Florida with a BS in 

Telecommunications with an emphasisõ on 

directing and producing and a Minor in Thea-

tre. She then continued her education in NYC 

at The Kane School of Core Integration for 

Pilates.  

Autumn is a competition judge, a master 

guest instructor for numerous dance studios, 

teaching specific choreography and a Dance 

Audition Workshop as well as performing at 

churches.    

During the summers, Autumn and her hus-

band Nicholas, traveling around the world 

doing mission work.  

Donna grew up in Virginia, began dancing 

at age 3, competitively at age 8 and  has 

performed in the Macyõs Thanksgiving 

Parade in NYC, the Millennium New Yearõs 

Day Parade in Paris and was a Universal 

Dance Association All Star.  

Additional choreography credits for Donna 

include Broadway Bound International 

Dance Convention/Competition, Interna-

tional Childrenõs Festival, Walt Disney 

Music Days Festival and Celebrate Fairfax 

and Centerville Day.  

Donna competed competitively for 10 

years and has taught dance six years. She 

has trained with Master teachers such as 

Frank Hatchett, Steven Boyd, Debbie Dee, 

Gregg Russell, Sheila Barker, Lisa Stevens, 

Chet Walker, Anthony Locascio, Bob Rizzo 

and Dan Karaty.  

When not dancing, Donna stays busy with 

her 3.5 and 1 year old children.  

Meet Mrs. Autumn Morganstern  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Siliva Manning ñMaster Teacher 

Musical Theatre, Voice, Acting, Stage 

Dance, Stage Sets, Costumes, Make -up  
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Mrs. Donna Hyder ñ Senior Teacher  

PSCombo, KCombo, Jazz, Tapp,  

Lyrical, Ballet  

Mrs. Autumn Morganstern  

Master Teacher ñBallet, Tap, Jazz,  

Hip Hop, Contemporary, Competition Solos, 

Duets, Trios and Company Choreography  


